[image: image1.png]



ZÁBLESK

(FLASH)

THE ASSOCIATION OF PARENTS AND FRIENDS OF DEAFBLIND CHILDREN

CZECH REPUBLIC

ZÁBLESK is a civic association founded in 2001 on the initiative of parents of deafblind children.
Záblesk is committed to provide high quality care for children with a dual vision and hearing loss, advocate for their rights and needs, and secure decent living conditions for deafblind adults. The aim of Záblesk is to facilitate maximum social integration of deafblind children into the community, arrange leisure education activities for these children and their families and last but not least, it aims to secure their future.
Záblesk’s  membership consists of parents of deafblind children, specialists on this condition and interested supporters and they all work on a volunteer-basis. Záblesk established a close partnership with Praktická škola při Střední škole, základní škole a mateřské škole pro sluchově postižené v Olomouci (which is a combined secondary, elementary and nursery school for children with a hearing disability in Olomouc).
Záblesk’s current key objective is a construction of supported housing for deafblind people, which does not exist in the Czech Republic yet.
Záblesk
· is the only organization of this kind in the Czech Republic and its membership is open to every family with a deafblind child,
· supports families in asserting rights of their deafblind children,
· organizes leisure education activities and holidays for families with deafblind children under the supervision of assistents, 
· teams up with a class of deafblind children at Střední škola, základní škola a mateřská škola pro sluchově postižené v Olomouci (Grammar, primary and maternal school for children with hearing impairment),
· organizes conferences on deafblindness on both national and international level,
· works in close partnership with simile organizations in Slovakia, Scotland, Italy and Spain (Catalonia), with DbI, and with Perkins School for the Blind (Massachusetts, USA),
· participates in regular international family conferences “LISTEN TO ME”,
· tries to increase public awareness about deafblidness by publishing books and CDs  on living with this condition in which patients, parents and professionals share their experience of dealing wtih deafblindness,
· its representatives take part in international conferences on deafblindness.

Záblesk’s aims to construct supported housing for young deafblind people to secure their future and enable them to live as independently as possible.

ZÁBLESK is proud to be the host of a family conference LISTEN TO ME 5 in Olomouc, Czech Republic in 2010.
